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Return yet again to Moscow and travel this time west
towards Poland. Here are the Western Region and the
White Russian Soviet Socialist Republic, with a milder
climate and maples, oaks, and limes in place of conifers.

There remains the South.

Southwards from Moscow lies the Kursk Region, and
eastwards of that the Voronezh Region, and then east-
wards again the Kuibishcv Region, and south of it the
Saratov Region, both the latter running to the Volga River.
This is the fertile black-soil plain, slightly undulating and
almost treeless. Southwards stretch in endless monotony
the flat, treeless steppes, split up into three legions:
westward lies the Ukraine, ending at the frontiers of
Poland and Rumania, east of the Ukraine, the Azov-
Black Sea Region, and east of that again the Stalingrad
Region, through which the Volga empties itself into the
Caspian Sea.

Southwaid again lies the Crimean Peninsula, almost
surrounded by the Black Sea, whose southern coast is
sheltered from the north by a mountain range, a land of
sun and grapes and cypresses.

Eastwards of the Crimea lie the plains of the Northern
Caucasian Area, rising to mountains in the south and
separated from the Transcaucasian Soviet Republics
by a wall of high mountains stretching from the Black
Sea to the Caspian and dominated by the snow-capped
Elbrus, the highest peak in Europe. A lovely and varied
region this, with its northern plains and southern forest-
clad, snow-capped mountains; with its palms and vine-
yards and meadows sinking down to the shores of the
Black Sea.

South-westwards again lies the Transcaucasian Re-
publics of Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia, the land of
the Georgians, Armenians, and Turks, subtropical in
climate, with sun-parched lands and rocks alternating with
marshes fed by daily deluges of rain.

Turn finally to the extreme east of Soviet Europe, where
the wooded Ural Mountains divide it from Soviet Asia.
Across these mountains sprawl the Sverdlovsk, Chelyabimk,
and Orenburg Regions and the Bashkirian Autonomous